Introduction
Flow injection analysis (FIA) has proved to be a useful tool for clinical analyses [1] [2] [3] . Although the FIA literature is rich with enzymatic methods, there are few reports of its use for the determination of enzyme activities [4] despite FIA's potential and adaptability to the different needs encountered in this field. This paper reports a method for the determination of malate dehydrogenase (MDH) activity. The activity of this enzyme (L-malate: NAD + oxido-reductase EC 1.1.1.27) is increased as a result of such conditions as myocardial infarction [5] , liver diseases [6] and post trauma [7] . The A mmol/1 coenzvme concentration was considered to be the best as it provided a baseline of 0"900 to 1"000 absorbance units. Lower concentrations shortened the activity range of the analyte that could be determined because negative absorbance values could arise in the course of the reaction and higher concentrations saturated the detector capacity.
The influence of the substrate concentration, studied in the range 0"5 to 20"0 mmol/1, was found to be optimum (highest signals) at 5"0 mmol/1.
Calculation of parameters
The contribution of some variables (temperature T, flow-rate q, and injected volume Vi) to the mean reaction rate was calculated by plotting log v versus the log of each variable; in each case, the exponent was calculated from the slope. 
Features of the proposed methods
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instrumentation allows multidetection with a conventional single-beam spectrophotometer, thereby increasing the level of information obtained from each sample.
